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Synoptic toolkit

The marking schemes for your essays refer to analysis and evaluation and also issues/debates/approaches/research methodology.

This means that your essay must not just include descriptions of concepts (e.g. circadian rhythms), theories (e.g. restoration theory of sleep) and research (e.g. case study of Peter Tripp).  Your essay must also include commentary – the same as when you learnt how to analyse and evaluate in AS Psychology in assessing e.g. the validity or generalisability of theories and research.

You should continue to PEE in your essays (Point, Evidence, Explain) e.g. 

P  Milgram’s study showed disobedience as well as obedience.

E  35% of Pps did not continue to obey orders to give electric shocks

E  This shows that even in situations in which many people feel compelled to be obedient, there will also be a significant number who do not.

You can continue to use techniques you have learnt such as commenting on a theory in terms of support from research studies, or the existence of alternative explanations.

Now you will also be required to comment in terms of  issues/debates/ approaches/research methodology.  

Issues include gender bias, culture bias and ethical issues including the role of animals – you will already have done this e.g. in criticising Milgram in terms of ethics, or Rahe et al on the basis that it is a correlational study and cannot therefore show a causal link between stress and illness. 

Approaches will mainly be familiar to you, they include behavioural, biological, cognitive, psychodynamic and also evolutionary.
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Debates include free will and determinism, reductionism and the nature/ nurture debate.  It is likely that these will be new to you.
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Issues are MAGEC!

	
	Brief description

	Methodology
	

	Animals – role in research
	

	Gender Bias
	

	Ethical Issues
	

	Culture Bias
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Debates 



	Free will and determinism



	Reductionism



	Nature nurture debate




Approaches

	Behavioural


	Strengths 



	
	Limitations



	Biological
	Strengths 



	
	Limitations



	Evolutionary
	Strengths 



	
	Limitations
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	Psychodynamic
	Strengths 



	
	Limitations



	Cognitive
	Strengths 



	
	Limitations
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